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Chronic Traumatic Osteomyelitis : its Pathology and Treatment. By .J. RENFREW 
WIIITE, M.R. (N.Z.), F.R.C.S. Deniy 8vo. Pp. 144 + xv. 37 illustrations. 1919. London : 
H. K. Lemis & Co. Price 12s. (id. 

CASES of persistent chronic osteomyelitis resulting from wounds have been a constant legacy from 
all wars. The persistent or recurring sinus is perhaps as frequent as any other condition amongst 
our pensioners, and it is one which constitutes not only a troublesome disablement in itself but also 
a potential danger to  life and limb. This condition is curable, provided we realize its pathology 
and found upon this a rational line of surgical treatment. Hence it is to the pathology of chronic 
osteomyelitis that the author first devotes his attention, devotes in fact about half of his niost 
useful little book. 

Aftcr a consideration of the modc of union of a compound fracture ; the functions of the peri- 
osteum ; the mode of formation of sequestra ; the cavities that contain them, and the involucrum, 
the author says : ‘‘ Before commencing to  treat any case, the surgeon should, after thorough 
clinical and skiagraphic examination, consider i t  in the terms of three factors (i.e., the amount of 
periostcal destruction, actual bone loss, and displacement), and on this plan, and with the aid of the 
evidence thus obtained as material, build up in his imagination an accurate picture and realization 
of the full details of the actual pathological condition present.” There follows a most useful and 
suggestive division of compound fractures into types depending upon the amount of comminution, 
the loss of periosteum, and displacement. Such a classification must aid greatly in arriving a t  
the clinical and pathological picture desired, helping to guide us as to the shape and position of 
the cavities, and the probable primary and secondary sequestra present. 

Coming to treatment, the desiderata needed to attain final healing are laid clown as : ( 1 )  The 
elimination-either spontaneously or by surgical measures-of all sequestra and €oreign bodies ; 
( 2 )  The surgical removal of all patches of infected and carious bone ; (3) The obliterat,ion of all 
cavities and tunnels, and of chronic sinuses in the soft parts if they are bounded by dense scar 
tissue. Too often the tirst of these points is the only one realized by the surgeon ; in fact by some, 
even its importance is not recognized, so that we see chronic sinuses treated by chemicals, special 
dressings, by the injection of pastes or by electrical methods, all of which must obviously fail w-hen 
there is a persistent mechanical cause. The consideration of the pathology leads to a rational 
radical surgical procedure, involving nothing altogether new, bnt valuable, because explained 
npon a rational basis, and being definitely aimed a t  attaining the desiderata laid down. 

Genito-urinary Surgery and Venereal Diseases ( W m w  AND ~IARTI~U).  Ry EDWARD 
MARTIX, A.M., M.D. ; B. A. TIIOMAS, A.M., M.D. ; and S. W. MOORHEAD, RID. Pp. 935,  
with 424 engravings and 21 colorired plates. Eleventh edition. Large 8vo. 1918. Phila- 
delphia and London : J. U .  Lippincott Co. 30s. net. 

THE appearance of the clcveutli edition of this work, so soon after the extensively revised tenth 
edition (which was reviewed in our issue of April, 1918), shows that its really practical character 
is fully appreciated. We have found many valuable points in i t  which arc not usually mentioned, 
and we consider the general arrangement excellent. The authors have drawn freely upon their 
rich fund of experience in genito-urinary surgery, and there is a marked absence of dependence 
upon material derived from other published works. 

Exception might be taken to some of the vicws which they express, but no one-volume book 
would contain all t h e  methods of treatment which have been advocated for the important diseases 
they discuss. The results obtained by the study of radiograms are mentioned in several chapters ; 
but we should like to see, in a future edition, even more space devoted to this method of investiga- 
tion. The association of intestinal affections, including mucous colitis, with stone in the kidney 
and ureters might be more fully considered, as serious errors in diagnosis are liable to occur in such 
cases, 

The chapters on gonorrhea and syphilis givc a useful review and criticism of thc modern 
methods of treatins these diseases. 

Copious and unusually good illustrations, coloured plates, and a full index, add much to the 
value of this work. 

A Stereoscopic Atlas of Plastic Surgery of the Face, Head, and Neck : With Case Reports. 
London: 

THIS work consists of a series of 100 stereoscopic photographs illustrating stages in plastic opera- 
tions on the head and neck taken from the cadaver. They arc based on class lectures given 
t o  the RIedical Reserve Corps, U.S.A., and arc intended to illustrate typical and established 
operations and methods rather than new work. The various methods of rhinoplasty and the 
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repair of defects of cheeks, lips, lower jaw, and auricle are dealt with, and, in addition, such 
operations on the larynx and trachea as laryngostomy and laryngo-tracheostomy. The method 
of employment of bone grafts from the tibia, and of costal and septa1 cartilage grafts is illus- 
trated. The photographs arc good and, with the help of details printed on the back of each, it 
is easy to follow the steps of the operations described. The stereoscopic photographs are supplc- 
mented by diagrams of methods of repair of nasal and aural defects, the usefulness of which, 
however, is largely lost by the minute and indistinct writing employed in the explanatory detail. 

Accompanying the photographs is a small volume giving a historical risuw~C of plastic surgery 
with the general principles on which it is based. This portion of the work, although greatly con- 
densed, is Iiicid, and gives much practical assistance. Taken in conjnnction with the atlas it 
should enable the reader to grasp the principles and chief points of detail in the operations dealt 
with. 

These are drawn entirely 
from cases in civil practice, and while short and to  the point, thc illustrations have suffered from 
their reprodtiction in a very diminiitive size. 

This atlas can be recommended as a usefnl substitute for practical instruction to the many 
who niay hsve occasionally to perform these operations. 

A reasonably full bibliography is included. 
The work concludes with a series of short illustratcd case reports. 

An index to the atlas would add to its value. 




